
Speaker Biographies

Charles W. Shaver 
Chairman and CEO, Axalta Coating Systems
Mr. Shaver is Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Axalta Coating Systems. 
With over 33 years of leadership roles in the global petrochemical, oil, and gas industry, he 
was most recently the Chief Executive Officer and President of the TPC Group. Mr. Shaver also 
served as Vice President and General Manager for General Chemical, a division of Gentek, from 
2001 through 2004 and as a Vice President and General Manager for Arch Chemicals from 
1999 through 2001. Mr. Shaver began his career with the Dow Chemical Company serving in 
a series of operational, engineering and business positions from 1980 through 1996. He has 
an extensive background of leadership roles in a variety of industry organizations, including 
serving on the American Chemistry Council Board of Directors, the American Chemistry Council 
Finance Committee and the National Petrochemical and Refiners Association Board and 
Executive Committee. Mr. Shaver currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors for US 
Silica. He earned his B.S. in Chemical Engineering from Texas A&M University.

Kathy Manderino 
Secretary of Labor and Industry, State of Pennsylvania
On May 13, 2015, Kathy M. Manderino was unanimously confirmed by the Pennsylvania Senate 
to serve as Pennsylvania’s 34th Secretary of the Department of Labor & Industry. Manderino 
ran a campaign to establish a fair funding formula for Pennsylvania’s public schools. Previously, 
Manderino served the 194th district in Philadelphia and Montgomery counties in the Pennsyl-
vania House of Representatives for 18 years. She served on various committees and chaired 
the house ethics committee, appropriations subcommittee on human services, and judiciary 
subcommittee on family law. 

Michael Nutter 
Mayor, The City of Philadelphia
Recently re-elected to his second term as Mayor of his hometown of Philadelphia, Michael A. 
Nutter has set an aggressive agenda for America’s fifth largest city – devising the City’s inno-
vative school reform strategy, vowing to strengthen community policing through Philly Rising, 
a unique partnership between vulnerable neighborhoods and the City, and continuing to imple-
ment the nationally recognized GreenWorks Philadelphia initiative tha¬t is helping to make the 
City of Philadelphia become the greenest city in America. Since taking office in January 2008, 
Michael Nutter has vigorously managed city government through the worst recession since 
the Great Depression by maintaining core services and reducing the City’s spending – most 
notably closing a $2.4 billion gap in Philadelphia’s five year plan without compromising a single 
police officer, fire fighter, sanitation, or health center worker.



Kenyatta Johnson 
Councilman for the 2nd District, The City of Philadelphia
Councilman Kenyatta Johnson represents the 2nd District, which covers parts of Center City, 
South and Southwest Philadelphia and also includes the stadium area, Philadelphia 
International Airport, The Navy Yard and the Eastwick, Grays Ferry, Hawthorne and Point 
Breeze neighborhoods. He is committed to improving education, affordable housing, business 
development, public safety, job training and access to employment for his constituents in the 
2nd District.

John Grady 
President, Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation
John Grady is the President of PIDC.  John has more than 25 years of experience in planning, 
negotiating and implementing public-private initiatives that drive development and business 
growth.  Since joining PIDC in 1998, he has served in a number of leadership positions, includ-
ing managing all of PIDC’s citywide real estate acquisition, sales and development activities.  
During this time, John has also been leading the acquisition, planning and redevelopment of 
The Navy Yard, where PIDC has attracted more than 150 companies, 11,000 employees and 
$1 billion of total investment. Since 2011, John has been PIDC’s President where he manages 
all operations, communications, business development, lending, and real estate activity. 

William P. Hankowsky
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer, Liberty Property Trust
William P. Hankowsky is chairman, president and chief executive officer of Liberty Property 
Trust.  Mr. Hankowsky joined Liberty in January of 2001 as chief investment officer, in 2002 
was named president, and in 2003 appointed chief executive officer and elected chairman 
of Liberty’s board of trustees. Prior to joining Liberty, he served for 11 years as president of 
the Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation and before that served as the city of 
Philadelphia’s Commerce Director.

Chris Lehmann
Principal, Science Leadership Academy
Chris Lehmann is the founding principal of the Science Leadership Academy, a progressive 
science and technology high school in Philadelphia, PA. The Science Leadership Academy is an 
inquiry-driven, project-based, 1:1 laptop school that is considered to be one of the pioneers 
of the School 2.0 movement nationally and internationally. The school as recognized as one 
of the Ten Most Amazing Schools in the US, as an Apple Distinguished schools from 2009 
through 2013. In September 2013, Chris opened Science Leadership Academy @ Beeber cam-
pus, the second campus in the SLA model. 


